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abides in itself and is eternally in unity with itself,
to the world of spatial externality and temporal
change, which is ever in conflict with itself, he has
learnt from the development of Post-Aristotelian
philosophy to regard the regress upon thought, upon
intelligence, upon subjectivity, as only a stage on the
way to a still deeper reality, to an Absolute which
in its unity is beyond even the difference of self-
consciousness. Hence, while he develops the thought
of Plato and Aristotle, and gives to their idealistic
and spiritualistic system a sharper and fuller expres-
sion than it had found in their own writings; while
he gives new definiteness to that substitution of the
unity of the intelligence for the unity of ideas which
is suggested in Plato's later works; and while he
works out the hints of Aristotle as to the opposition
between the intuitive and the discursive intelligence
much more fully than is done in the Metaphysic and
the De Anima, he is not content with these results,
but hastens on to what seems to him a still higher
point of view, and, after turning Idealism and Spiri-
tualism against Materialism, he ends by turning
Mysticism against both.

Yet none of these points of view is so insisted upon
as altogether to set aside the others; and even the
material world, though reduced to a world of shadow
and appearance, is still left as a distinct stage of
being, outside the spiritual world; while the spiritual